17th DEcEMBER, 1804.

Ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time, on Monday next.

ABILL,

70 regulate the clearance of armed merchant vessels, as am ended.
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Be (t enactey, by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That
after due notice of this a&@, at the feveral cuftom houfes, no
veflel owned in whole, or in part, by any citizen or citizens of
the United States, or by any perfon or perfons refiding within
the fame, or the territories thereof, and armed, or provided
with the means of being armed at fea, fhall receive a clearance,
or be permitted to leave the port where the may be fo armed, or
provided, without bond, with two fufficient fureties, being given
by the owner or owners, agent or agents, and by the mafter or
commander, to the ufe of the United States, in a fum equal to
the value of faid veflel and cargo, conditioned that fuch veflel

fhall not make or commit any depredation, outrage, unlawful
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(2)

affault or violence, nor make any other uilawiul ufe of her
arms againft tlie vellels, citizens, {ubje&s, cr territory of any
nation in amity with the United States ; and that the guns, arms,
and ammunition of fuch veflel fhall be returned within the Unit.
ed States, or otherwife accounted for, and fhall not be fold or
difpofed of in any foreign port or place in the Weft Indies.

- Skc. .2. And be it further enacted, that if any armed merchant |
veflel fhall make or commit any depredation, outrage, uniawful
aflault or violence, ¢ againft any veflel or territory of a nation in
amity with the United States, or againft any of the citizens or
fubjects of fuah nation, or make any other unlawful ufe of the
arms on board fuch veflel; if fuch depredation, outrage, unlaw-

ful affault or violence, fhall be made or committed, as if made and

committed in any place under the exclufive jurifdiction of the

I“Jmted States, would be murder or felony; the fame thall be mur-

de# or feleny, as the cafe fhall be: and the principals and accefla-
ries concerned therein, fhall be punifhed as they would refpec-
tively be in other cafes of murder or felony, by the laws of the
United States :—and if the offence be of lefs degree, it fhall be a
high mifdemeanor, punithable by fine, not exceeding three

thoufand dollars, and imprifonment, not exceeding three years.

it ’ S{»:c. 8. And be it further enacted, That if any armed veﬁ'el as

aforefaxd thall proceed to fea without a clearance, contrary to

the provifion of this a&, fuch veflel, with her arms, furniture

and tackle, or the value thereof, fhall be forfeited to the ufe of

the United States.



